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Minor 
• CourseTitle :PrinciplesandPracticesofOrganicFarming 

• CourseCode :AGR503 

• CreditHours :2+1 

• Objectiveofthecourse 

Tostudytheprinciplesandpracticesoforganicfarmingforsustainablecropproduction. 

• Theory 

UnitI 

Organic farming - concept and definition, its relevance to India and global 

agricultureandfutureprospects;principlesoforganicagriculture;organicsandfarmingstandards;organ

icfarmingandsustainableagriculture;selectionandconversionof land, soil and water management - 

land use, conservation tillage; shelter zones,hedges,pasturemanagement,agro-forestry. 

UnitII 

Organic farming and water use efficiency; soil fertility, nutrient recycling, organicresidues, 

organic manures, composting, soil biota and decomposition of organicresidues, earthworms and 

vermicompost, green manures, bio-fertilizers and biogastechnology. 

UnitIII 

Farming systems, selection of crops andcrop rotations, multiple and relay 

croppingsystems,intercroppinginrelationtomaintenanceofsoilproductivity. 

UnitIV 

Controlofweeds,diseasesandinsectpestmanagement,biologicalagentsandpheromones,bio-

pesticides. 

UnitV 

Socio-

economicimpacts;marketingandexportpotential:inspection,certification,labelingandaccreditationp

rocedures;organicfarmingandnationaleconomy. 

• Practical 

• Methodofmakingcompostbyaerobicmethod 

• Methodofmakingcompostbyanaerobicmethod 

• Methodofmakingvermicompost 

• Identificationandnurseryraisingofimportantagro-forestrytressandtressforshelterbelts 

• Efficientuseofbiofertilizers,techniqueoftreatinglegumeseedswithRhizobium 

cultures,useofAzotobacter,Azospirillum,andPSBculturesinfield 

• Visittoabiogasplant 

• Visittoanorganicfarm 

• Qualitystandards,inspection,certificationandlabelingandaccreditationproceduresforfarmproduc

efromorganicfarms 

• Teachingmethods/activities 

ClassroomteachingwithAVaids,groupdiscussion,assignment.exposurevisit 

• Learningoutcome 

Basicknowledgeonorganicfarmingforsustainableagricultureanddevelopme 
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